Monday, February 2, 2004
Isaiah 53:1 – 12

This isn’t an important observation in the realm of comments on chapter 53, the major Servant Song of Isaiah, but every time I see a blue eyed, blond haired, handsome, tall Jesus in a movie or painting I think of Isaiah 53:2. Jesus was a regular looking Jewish man, though He was God incarnate. The Bible says that there was nothing physical about Him to make people take special note, or stand in awe of Him. No contemporary paintings of Him exist, but Jesus was probably swarthy, dark haired, brown eyed, and probably shorter than the average American man.  Of course He was much more; He was God and Man; 100% of each. He was the Suffering Servant sent to rescue all mankind from sin. 

Chapter 53 is known as the song of the Suffering Servant. Verses 4 and 5 concern Jesus’ death. Crucifixion was the fate of criminals. The Jews thought Him stricken by God in His death because He said that He was God’s Son. His hands, feet, and side were pierced by nail and spear. He was indeed crushed by God and suffered the punishment for our sins. When He said on the cross, “My God, My God, Why have you forsaken me?” He was at that moment suffering the separation from His Father that would have been eternal for us if we had been forced to pay the price ourselves. Verse 8 says that He was “cut off from the land of the living.” He was only about 33 years old when He died on the cross.

Verse 9 cites His lack of sin and the fact that a rich man (Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the Jewish religious court) would donate his own tomb for Jesus’ burial.  Verse 10 refers partly to us! We are Jesus’ “offspring”. Through Him we are adopted by God, an image used often by St. Paul. Our eternal Lord (verse 10) has paid the price for us. From the New Testament we also know that the Servant reigns as Lord, and will return as Judge at the last day. 
